28                             THE DAKHMAS.

has much in  common   with   the   more recent
Brahmanism.   Neither  region can make   any
proselytes.    A man must be born a Brahman or
a Parsee; no power can convert him into either ,
/one   or   the   other.     One   notable  peculiarity, ,
however, distinguishes Parseeism, nothing simi-
lar to its funeral rites prevails amongst other
nations*

4 The dakhmas, or Parsee towers of silence, are
erected in  a garden,  on  the highest point of
Malabar Hill.    The garden is approached by,at '
private road, all   access   to  which,   except   jfigT
Parsees, is barred by strong iron gates.   The
courteous secretary of the Parsee
Nusserwanjee Byramjee, awaited my arri
entrance to the garden.    He took rne at
the highest point in the consecrated
w,e stood together on the terrace of the
the three Sagris, or houses of prayer,
look the five towers of silence.   The
Sagri contains the sacred fire, whicji
kindled and consecrated by solemn cei

